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Pastor's newsletter December 2018/January/February 2019 

Forty years ago we kept hearing how the world would be over-populated by 2010.  

There wouldn't be enough food or space to move around.  The good news is that     

farmers have become much more efficient at producing food and as the wealth of   

countries goes up, the growth of the population of the world has decreased.  The results 

have been quite good.  Fewer are dying because of disease, lack of food or war.         

Unfortunately, not all of the trends have been beneficial.  Families and morals have 

been going downhill.  Certain terrible events have led to increased numbers of           

declarations predicting that the last days are upon us.  We as Christians need to keep 

an eternal perspective so that we don't become too discouraged. 

If we pay attention to the short term, there are many things that we can point to that 

aren't very encouraging.  Many bad things have happened, and are happening.        

However, from an eternal perspective, we are reminded during the Advent of Christ's 

coming.  He first came as the Christ child, and He will come a second time in the last 

days. 

He came as the Christ child to deal with our terrible sins and the rest of the problems of 

the world, and He will come again to bring matters to an ultimate conclusion.  In        

between, He has not forgotten us.  He is aware and involved in the happenings going on 

in our world.  Christ will come back in His divine glory to fulfill God's plan, to bring His 

justice and to gather His children.  With His promises, we ought not become too        

pessimistic in the midst of our terrible but temporary trials.  We see the evil going on 

around us.  We see the reality of sin. Still, we take comfort and courage that God is   

ultimately going to triumph over all of the evil.  In thankfulness, each of us can carry on 

with the particular tasks laid in front of us, and we honor God by doing what is right.  

Our immediate worries can often overwhelm us, but God sees the big picture and has 

not relinquished His love for His creation. 

In spite of the many examples of how evil seems to be gaining ground in our world, God 

has compassion on us. We may have lost a family member, or had a relative's family 

break apart, but because we know that the world is in God's hands, and through His 

Son has forgiven our sins, we can approach each new day and the upcoming new year 

realistically and with much hope.  God's love enables a freshness to keep on plugging 

away in life, in spite of the many road blocks.  Chapter 3 of Lamentations, a rather 

gloomy book, talks about God’s mercies that are new every morning. 

Even though we go to bed at night with dismay, grief, tragedy and hardship, God brings 

us a new beginning every morning, as well as at the beginning of every new year. 

We as Christians need to--and are called to--see things in the light of eternity and God’s 

promises and that sustain us through the hard times. 

We as Christians can see our various situations through the eyes of faith, and see the 

greatness of our land, its crops, our medical hospitals and research facilities, those 

around us who have not given up on us, and take it with the faith that sees God having 

done and continuing to do miraculous things to show us He cares. 

Filled with faith in God's Son, Jesus Christ, who makes possible the forgiveness of our 

sins, the Holy Spirit fills us with the joy of encountering another new year. The great 

thing about living with such faith is that there is always the opportunity to start anew -- 

God always offers us a new day and a new dawn, no matter what has gone before. We 

ask for God's forgiveness where we have failed, and strive anew to serve Him with the 

arrival of another new year. 

Happy Advent, Merry Christmas, and New Year! May God bless us all. 
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PAST REVIEW 

Heritage Sunday was held on Sunday, September 2nd.  Nancy Rawson 

gave a wonderful history of Freemount (copy of her report is included in 

this newsletter).  Kent Rawson rang the historic bell from the second 

church. 

 

Sunday School began on September 9th at 9:00 AM (notice the time 

change) We are trying an experiment by starting Sunday School for all 

ages at 9:00  with coffee following at 9:45–9:50 AM and worship follows 

at 10:30 AM.. 

 

The blessing of beautiful weather was the order of 

the day for Freemount Lutheran Church’s annual 

Ice Cream Social, Sunday, September 9th.  Many 

guests enjoyed homemade ice cream and fruit 

crisps as they visited.  Some visitors also took a 

brief tour of the Old Stone Church and Main 

Church.  Guests from the surrounding area came, 

including those from Bethany Home, Omega     

Project (recipient of the donations this year) and a 

small group of biking enthusiasts from McPherson.   

 

 

 

 

Darlene Patrick and Shirley Robinson gave a presentation on 

September 30th.  These ladies went on a trip together to Israel.  

It was interesting  to listen about their trip. 

 

Sunday, October 14—Rev, Bill Buschbom preached and          

presided, as Pastor and  Brenda took a few days off to see their 

kids in Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan.  Sadly, the Halloween 

Campfire scheduled for the evening was cancelled due to the 

cold and unfavorable weather.  Hopefully, next year will be     

better! 

 

Craig Spencer with Gideon’s International was our speaker on October 21st.  He and his wife, Debra 

joined us for Sunday School, worship and the potluck following worship.  He spoke of the their project of 

spreading God’s word across the globe.   A thank you note from Craig is included in this newsletter. 

 

Confirmation celebration was held on October 28th.  Ty     

Herzog, JT Gross and Zach Gross joined us as members of 

Freemount Lutheran Church.  A reception was held before 

worship.  These boys read their faith statements during     

worship.  We are very proud of these three young men!            

WELCOME TY, JT AND ZACH! 
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PAST REVIEW CONTINUED 

All Saints’ Day was celebrated on November 4th.  All Saints’ Day is a universal festival of the church.  

This Saints’ Day, we celebrated all the people of God living and dead, who together form the mystical 

body of Christ.  Below are the names of the members and friends of Freemount Church who have died 

since All Saints’ Day last year.  We remembered them in our prayers as a candle was lit for them during 

the commemoration service and gave thanks for their lives. 

 Verna Elaine (Alger) James July 28, 1945—November 9, 2017 

 Leora Pearl Peterson  January 30, 1938—November 25, 2017 

 Delbert Floyd Peterson  September 18, 1943—July 27, 2018 

 

Saturday, November 10 Pastor attended the Great Plains Mission District meeting in Abilene.  This       

district has been re-named Great Plains Region, and will be divided up into smaller sub-districts to help 

with better manageability.  A new dean was elected:  Rev. Dr. Keith Less, pastor at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Abilene, KS. 

 

November 11th, we celebrated our Thankoffering service and   

Thanksgiving dinner following worship.  We also had a special     

recognition for all the Veterans in the congregation.  The Blessing   

Bottles were  presented at the altar with the offering plates.  Monies 

collected from these Blessing Bottles will be used for Christmas     

Baskets for our shut-ins and members 80 years and older.  We all   

enjoyed a fabulous and delicious Thanksgiving dinner!  Special thanks 

to the committee for furnishing the turkey, dressing, gravy, potatoes, 

ham and desserts; and to everyone for bringing side dishes.  It was a 

wonderful time of abundant food and the blessing of fellowship! 

 

Thanksgiving worship services were held on November 18th.          

Marquette hosted their service at Elim  Lutheran  with Pastor Jeff 

(MUMC) at 7:00 PM and TACOL hosted their community service at 

Messiah  Lutheran Church at 7:00 PM. 

 

Worship services were cancelled on Sunday, November 25th due to the cold, windy, snowy weather. 

 

Christmas decorations were hung on Wednesday, November 28th to get ready for the holiday season. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Please  take an angel from a tree (local banks), buy a $20 Christmas gift, return 

the wrapped gift by  November 29th to the bank where you got the angel. 

 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: Please donate canned fruit and veggies, children’s 

toothpaste & toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant, peanut butter, cereal, all sizes 

children’s socks, travel size shampoo & toothpaste in the green box by the front 

entrance by November 29th . 

 

Bethany Home Christmas Gifts and Party is December 13th at 7:00 PM.  Each 

church is asked to donate 20 gifts by December 1st. 

 

During Advent, we will light one candle each Sunday during the Old Testament 

Lesson to prepare for Christ’s birth.  Advent begins on Sunday, December 2nd.   

 

 

 



 

LOOKING AHEAD CONTINUED 

Paull Elijah Waage, son of David and Rebekah Waage will be baptized during worship on December 

2nd.  Join us for this blessed event! 

 

Sunday, December 16th will be another blessed event!  The Herzog family (Derrick, Amy, Hannah, Ty & 

CJ)  will join Freemount Lutheran Church!   WELCOME HERZOGS! 

 

We will host our Annual “Christmas in the Old Stone Church” and Soup Supper will be held on            

December 16th starting at 5:30 PM with worship and the meal to be served following. There will be  

memorial service to honor our Freemount friends who have gone before us.  This service will be held in 

the Old Stone Church, the oldest building in McPherson County still in use.  There will be Christmas  

carols, scripture readings and a candlelight service.  Be sure to check out the cemetery which will be 

glowing with many twinkling lights.   A sign-up sheet is available for your assistance.  Please help out!  

Freewill offering will be collected and proceeds will go to Operation Christmas Child shoe box project. 

 

Church Council will meet on December 19th, one week early.   

 

Julotta will be held on Christmas morning at 6:00 AM.  This service will be in the Old Stone Church, and 

will be a step back in time, as we worship as our ancestors did when they immigrated from Sweden to 

settle in the Smoky Valley.  Join us for this traditional Swedish Christmas candlelight service.  Offerings 

will go to the NALC.   

 

Sunday, January 6th, Epiphany:  The Advent candles are replaced by Epiphany candles (red, yellow, 

black and white) to signify that Jesus was born for all peoples of the world.  These candles are lit during 

the Old Testament Lesson.   

 

February 3rd will be the Freemount Lutheran Church Annual Meeting following worship.  All reports 

need to be to Bernice for the booklet by Sunday, January 20th and the booklet will be passed out on 

January 27th for your review before the Annual Meeting.  Please bring your booklet for the meeting.   

 

CHURCH NEWS 

A new sign was installed in front of the church—check it out! 

 

2018 offerings are due by December 31st.  If you have 

communed at another church, please let Pastor know as it 

is recorded in the NALC annual report.  Thanks! 

 

Adult and Youth Sunday Schools are held each Sunday     

morning before worship at 9:00 AM.  During the month of 

September, both the adult and youth classes joined         

together to learn about Israel and hear about Darlene and 

Shirley’s trip.    From October to present:  the Adults have a 

Bible Study called, “Letters to Paul” and the Youth are   

studying 1 & 2 Timothy in a workbook called, “Letters to a 

Young Christian”. 

Upcoming Communion Dates:    Acolytes are back on duty with two new  ones 
 Sunday, December 16    added: Tanner Luttig and CJ Herzog.  We are  
 Sunday, January 20, 2019   thankful to Hannah Herzog for her dedication 
 Sunday, February 17    in serving as acolyte this past year 
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FOUNDATION NEWS 

Update on the Olson-Dahlsten Reed Organ:  It was delivered to the Old Stone Church on Saturday,       

August 4.  THANKS to the church members who helped with the unloading!  The decision was made to 

have the organ checked out to make sure it is in good repair.  It has been very well taken care of, which 

is a blessing  So, on October 18, Pastor and Brenda loaded the organ in their van and on October 19, 

Pastor took it to his brother, Erik’s house in Topeka.  Erik has experience in repairing/refurbishing player 

pianos and pump organs, and did a  few minor repairs, but discovered several broken reeds.  He found a 

pump organ society in Massachusetts that will repair the reeds, and in the process, also found that this 

society is very interested in places in the US that still have a pump organ.  So Brenda sent information 

on both churches, and the pump organs to this organ society for historical purposes.  This is a very     

interesting twist to the Olson-Dahlsten Reed Organ saga! 

The regular Foundation meeting was held on October 16.  The next meeting is January 15, 2019 

 

MOVIE DAYS 

Movie days have been put on hold temporarily during the busy-ness of the holidays.  The Waages are always 
open to having an impromptu Movie Day anytime!  THANK YOU David and Rebekah! 

 
COMMITTEES 

The following committees have met: Property, Evangelism, Stewardship, Historical 

The nominating committee also did their work in preparation for the elections at Annual Meeting. 

A congregation meeting was held on November 11th to vote to approve the repair bill on the boiler, 

which exceeded $2,000 and required congregation approval.  The three new church members, (Ty, JT 

and Zach) got to participate in the meeting with Council President Dean Anderson’s coaching! 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Weekly Bible Study is held on Thursday evenings, beginning at 7:00 PM (notice the time change) 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

New locks, closers and ‘panic bars’ have been installed on the south and back doors to make it easy to 

exit without having to use knobs. 

Boiler repairs included a new section of steam line in the fellowship hall and replacement of part of the 

recirculating pump at the boiler.  

A roofing contractor came but will bring another estimator to evaluate our options on repairing our leaks. 

 
 

Freemount’s Mission and Vision Statement 

LET US SERVE AND SACRIFICE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

Let us serve and sacrifice for the glory of God by - 

Preaching the Word of God 

Inspiring a love of Christ in all 

Teaching others about our Lutheran faith 

Honoring His name in what we say and do 

Studying the Bible and its scriptures 

Being active in the community 

Actively pursuing our goals 
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LCW 

 Bible Study is held monthly, 7:00 PM at church: October 17, November 14, December 12, January 

16, 2019 

 The first SPECIAL PROGRAM was held Wednesday,     

September 19th.  "Sacred Stories & Vintage Purses" was 

presented by Beth Weddle (sitting on the left)     Sixteen 

church members and guests listened to   wonderful and 

touching stories of peace, rescue, redemption, love,  

healing, commitment, life changes, forgiveness, God's 

work in a hurting world, and His miracles. Delicious      

refreshments were served by  Marilyn Spohn and Darlene 

Patrick. Darlene also provided the beautiful table        

decorations.    

 Freemount members & friends met Wednesday night,     

November 14, 2018, to write Christmas cards to soldiers. 

The small group got quite a hefty pile of cards done. These 

cards will hopefully make the holiday season brighter for 

our American heroes.  

 The second SPECIAL PROGRAM will be Sunday, December 

16th—”Christmas in the Old Stone Church” with a            

candlelight service.  A soup supper will follow 

 The third SPECIAL PROGRAM will be Wednesday, February 

20, 2019.  Shirley Robinson and Janet Crandall will  present 

“Sweet Blessings”  Invite other Sisters in Christ and come 

and see what’s in store! 

 BLESSING BOTTLE alert:  Remember to ‘feed’ your new Blessing Bottle each time 

you are thankful for God’s blessings!  We will do this all year, and present your filled 

bottles at the altar during Thankoffering Sunday. 

 Jingle offering was held October 14th.  Next Jingle offering will be January 13.  It 

was voted  on at LCW that the future Jingle offering donations will be used to        

purchase supplies for the church kitchen (instead of given to the general treasury of 

the church) 

 LCW Committee: sets up/cleans up, provides drinks and desserts, and serves 

where needed for monthly potlucks.  Everyone brings a large meat dish and a large 

other (fruit or veggie) dish to share and their table service.  Guests and friends are 

always welcome!   

 

Send church pictures for our website to: YeremiahApel@ gmail.com 

 

Send church pictures for our Facebook page to :  clayhillfarm2000@yahoo.com 
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Reminder: Our website is 

freemountluterhanchurch.org.  

Please check it out and remind 

your friends! 



 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PROJECT 

A congregational work day for Operation Christmas Child was held during Sunday School on October 

14th.  We packed school supplies in a tote bag to be included in the shoe box.  Many thanks to all who 

helped! 

A mini packing party was held on November 4th during the Sunday 

School hour.  46 boxes were packed for the 5—9 age group of boys.  

Again, many thanks to all who helped! 

Our annual Operation Christmas Child packing party was held on No-

vember 10th.  Young and old helped us pack more shoe boxes—245 

more!  For a total of 291 boxes—we exceeded our goal of 275! 

We had lots of generous donors this year and they are much appreciat-

ed!   

To start the new year, we are asking for: 

 January 2019—socks all sizes, boys and girls scarves, stocking 

hats, gloves/mittens 

 February 2019—for girls: small sewing kits/ fabric squares (fat quar-

ters), spools of thread, needles, etc. 

 

ALWAYS WELCOME:  craft items (yarn, lace, buttons, elastic, ribbons, 

thread, fabric, beads, etc.) old blue jeans, pillowcases, sheets, t-shirts 

 

Our goal for 2019 is 300! 

 

Something New:  We have available small bottles (pill bottles) that hold exactly $9 

worth of quarters.  $9 is what is takes to ship each shoebox.  If you are interested 

in saving your quarters to help fund the shipping of a box, please pick up one of 

these bottles.  They are located in the church basement on the back table.  Just fill 

them up and return to church! 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

 CONGRATULATIONS to member, Ridge Dwayne Jones and Chloe Linen (Larson) upon their marriage, 

September 8th! 

 CONGRATULATIONS to our three youth upon their Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) on October 

28th: Ty Allen Herzog, John-Matthew Thomas Gross, Zachary Thomas Gross! 

 Gary Forsberg passed away on November 6th; private inurnment was on November 10 at Freemount 

Cemetery.  SYMPATHIES  to Gary’s family! 
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NANCY RAWSON’S HISTORICAL REPORT 

 This is Heritage Sunday.  When I was gathering my thoughts, I had to think about what  that meant.  Heritage is    

inheritance.  Many people check their DNA to see what their heritage is, but what kind of story does that tell?  What’s the   

history?  Heritage is who we are.  Heritage is our story. 

 Before I give you history of the formation of this church, we need to understand why the descendants even came 

here. 

 In the early 1800s, in Sweden, farmers were considered inferior and were underprivileged.. They couldn’t own      

anything. The more intelligent of farmers decided they wanted more in their life and were willing to explore the new world.  

They had heard that they could get land of their own in America.  The first group of Swedes immigrated to America and settled 

around Illinois and Iowa in the 1840’s.  It wasn’t until after the Civil War in the 1860’s that immigration took off.  Swedes  

heard from the earlier immigrants that they could get free land if they would just live there. 

 Kansas became a State in 1861, but practically all of the population was in the eastern quarter of the State.  It    

wasn’t until after the Civil War that people paid attention to the area further west. Indians were a threat at this time. 

 Between the years 1860 and 1870, many Swedish immigrants came to Illinois.  They had read about the Homestead 

Law, giving settlers 80 to 160 acres of land free.  The rail roads offered grants for land on either side of the rails.  The free 

land was no longer available in Illinois because it had all been taken.  Many Swedes then left Illinois and moved south into 

Nebraska and Kansas.  The representatives for Freemount in Illinois interested in land in Kansas participated in the lottery 

and acquired this land from the railroad.  They got 160 acres to build a church with plans for an orphanage.  The Freemount 

Church was formed in 1869.  Later, plans for the orphanage didn’t happen and they sold much of the land, keeping enough 

for the church.  The money from the sale of that land went to an orphanage up north. 

 When immigrants first came to this land they lived in dugouts.  The roofs of the dugouts were sticks and grass,  

sometimes their wagon.  Pastor A. W. Dahlsten from Illinois was one of the representatives that came here to form a church.  

The first services were held outside a dugout in the riverbank covered with cottonwood logs and grass and dirt. 

 The brown stone church was built in 1870.  The red stone was from the bluffs around Coronado Heights.  The roof 

was first covered by branches.  The floor was dirt.  Each family made their own pews, so there was quite a variety. 

 There is a story that has come down by word of mouth from the early days that one day while the congregation was 

at worship, it seemed to get darker inside the church.  People wondered if it had clouded up and might rain, but when they 

looked toward the windows, every window was filled with as many faces of curious Indians as could crowd in. The Indians 

looked for a while, and perhaps decided they couldn’t understand the sermon, and went on. 

 The Indian tribe that was in this area was the Kaw Indians with a settlement south of the Smoky Hill River to the 

southeast of here.. They had a population of around 400.  Their name was also known as the Kansa Indians who the state of 

Kansas is named after. 

 Building of the Transcontinental Railroad was instrumental in moving immigrants westward and making settlements.  

It also was instrumental in shoving the Indians out of this land. 

 In the mid 1870s, the Freemount Congregation was growing rapidly.  It covered a huge territory geographically.  

There were no churches in the communities of Marquette, New Andover, and Falun.  These people to a large extent           

considered Freemount their church.  The congregation grew and the congregation built the majestic church in 1881.  It was 

built as a mirror of their church in Moline, Illinois.  The spire was 130’ tall. 

 And about that same time, these communities also built their own churches;  Andover, Elim, Salemsborg, and Falun.  

Freemount lost a population of many people.  Many thought Freemount would have to file for bankruptcy because of the   

population loss.  The remaining members worked hard to pay off the debt and they survived. 

 On June 7, 1926, about midnight, the second church was struck by lightening and burned.  Members and neighbors 

tried to save many articles as the church was burning.  Some of these articles are in the stone church, the pews in the old 

church, the cross from the steeple, the bell,  the bible, and other smaller things.  Coincidentally, Salemsburg Church also was 

struck by lightening in the same year and burned. 

 In 1927, the 3rd church was built and dedicated. The Birger Sandzen behind the alter was a gift of the Freemount 

Luther League.  The painting cost $400. 

 In our basement we have the stone that fell when the church burned. It is symbolic in that it in now a part of the 

church’s foundation.  

 This is just a little bit of our history and what our founding leaders left us as an inheritance. This is our   heritage.  We 

continue with our mission, trust in our God, and hopes for the future. 

   

 

  



 

PRAYERS 

 Shut-ins: Blanche Spilman and husband, Harold Montgomery 

 Health issues: Clyde and Belen, Luke, Pastor Buschbom, Stepahnie Scott, Gary & Jean Waggner,  all who 

are bound by the chains of addictions, and all who are facing or recovering from surgery. 

 Gary Forsberg’s family (Lois & Dean Johnson & sons) as they mourn his death on November 6 

 Brad and Sara Shogren, upon the death of Sara’s father, Bill Carlson.  Be with you! 

 Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord 

 Our 3 youth were confirmed October 28, and their families: Ty Herzog, JT and Zach Gross 

 All those affected by the wildfires, drought  and other natural disasters 

 Safe travels to those who travel for work, college or pleasure 

 Favorable weather for the farmers and their livestock and crops 

 All families who are struggling with finances, family problems & relationships 

 All medical personnel, first responders, firefighters and EMTs. 

 Military: Tyson and Rachel, Heath, Brian, David, Patrick, Jacob, Stephen, Michael, Tyler, Morgan, & Luke 

 Our Youth at Freemount 

 Friendly Freemount 4-H Club 

 Our nation and its citizens: President Trump/Vice President Pence and staff 

 Thanksgiving for the US Embassy being moved to Jerusalem 

 Peace for Jerusalem; Strength & perseverance for Israel 

 Persecuted Christians both here and abroad 

 Those who inflict the suffering that their hearts would be turned to Jesus Christ 

 Gideon International, as they spread God’s Word across the globe 

 Operation Christmas Child 

 Elyria Christian School 

 Help agencies like Alcoholics Anonymous, Ashby House, Salina Rescue Mission, Mt. Hope Sanctuary,     

Omega Project, MOSAIC, etc. and all their staff 

December Ushers: Duane and Darlene Patrick 
December Communion Assistant: Janet Crandall 
December Acolyte: CJ Herzog 
 
January Ushers: Quint Hedberg and Ethan Hedberg 
January Communion Assistant: Dean Anderson 
January Acolyte: Tanner Luttig 
 
February Ushers: Ron and Phyllis Odell 
February Communion Assistant: Amy Herzog 
February Acolyte: Zach Gross 
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BUDGET INFO: 

As of 10.31.18 

Total Income $70,204.80 

Total expenses $67,115.63 

Total boiler expenses to be 

paid in November : $3,940.14 



 

BIRTHDAYS 

December 1  Jeanette Waage 

December 2  Quenten Miller 

   Anita Thackery 

December 3  Teagan Miller 

   Sara Shogren 

December 8  Seth Yenni 

December 9  George Merrill 

   Amanda Luttig 

December 14  Nancy Rawson 

December 19  Lucy Walline 

December 21  Reagan Grigsby 

December 25  Aierona Goss 

   Jerry Spohn 

December 28  Alison Hansen 

   Justin Hansen 

    

January 1  Vickie Flores 

January 3  David Odell 

January 5  Emily Spohn 

January 6  Charles Dean Johnson, Jr. 

January 7  Sara Anderson 

January 10  Patricia LaMar 

January 12  Thayne Rawson 

January 13  Rodger Odell 

January 17  Brad Shogren 

January 18  Alan James 

   Saundra Spohn 

January 19  Katie Greenwood 

January 24  Angela Miller 

    

 

February 5  Jim Peterson 

February 6  Greg Barrett 

   Kevey Patrick 

February 7  Blanche Spilman 

   J.T. Gross 

February 10  Lars Berggren 

February 13  Nicholas Goss 

February 16  Tyler Alexander 

February 19  Lawrence Spohn 

February 24  Quint Hedberg 

February 26  Rick Odell 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARYS 

December 1  Shirley Robinson 

December 3  Rachael Spangenberg 

   Caeden Whitteker  

December 9  Jeanine Lundquist 

December 10  Garett Miller 

   Marisa Lott 

   Quenten Miller 

   Teagan Miller 

December 15  Kris Alexander 

December 19  Sara Shogren 

December 22  Erica Pope 

   Marilyn Spohn 

December 23  Chelsea Alexander 

   Anita Thackery 

December 24  Keaghan Patrick 

   Kevey Patrick 

 

January 8  Nancy Rawson 

January 19  Mary Anne Almquist 

January 29  Aierona Goss 

January 31  Anders Berggren 

 

February 8  Pastor Harrison 

February 11  Macy Spohn 

February 15  Chris Goss 

   Nicholas Goss 

   Lucy Walline 

February 16  Sara Anderson 

February 18  Thayne Rawson 

February 21  Rodger Odell 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARYS 

December 1  Pastor & Brenda Berggren  

December 12  Quint & Beth Hedberg 

December 18       Karmon & Mary Anne Almquist 

 

January 2  Kevin & Zoey Patrick 

January 7  Jerry & Marilyn Spohn 

January 20  George & Violet Merrill 

 

 



 

We all have heard the story, it’s been told and then retold, 

about the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem of old. 

Yet every Christmastide the tale bears telling once again, 

as we reflect on that sweet babe, born to redeem all men. 

A decree went out from Caesar, and so it came to pass, 

that Joseph and sweet Mary went to David to be taxed. 

Though Mary journeyed wearily, for she was great with child, 

when Joseph wept to see her pain, she looked at him and smiled: 

“Fear not for me, dear Husband, among women I am blessed, 

but now my time draws near, and we must find a place to rest.” 

In desperate need of shelter, they pushed on to Bethlehem, 

only to find the inns were full, no room was offered them. 

Still Joseph knocked on every door till one innkeeper said, 

“Seek refuge in my stable––Here’s some straw to make a bed.” 

And Mary gratefully sank down into that new-mown hay, 

and gave birth to the Savior that first, sacred Christmas Day. 

A shining star rose in the sky above that holy place, 

as Mary gazed upon her child and touched His radiant face. 

The shepherds and the wise men came, led by that glorious star, 

and angels sang out praises as they journeyed from afar. 

They somehow knew the child was sent to bring the world His light 

and their hearts were filled with wonder as they looked on Him that night. 

So was our Lord and Savior born, in humble majesty, 

to save us from our earthly sins and seal our destiny. 

On this and every Christmas Day, we thank the Lord above, 

for sending our Redeemer to bless us with His love. 



 

Dear Freemount Members, 

We want to thank you for your 

open hospitality for Sunday 

School, Church service and 

wonderful potluck. We are 

thrilled that your church will 

be providing 256 testaments. 

Please be in prayer with us for 

the printing, distribution pro-

cess, and especially the hands 

that will receive the testa-

ments.  

May God’s word not return 

void Isaiah 55:11 

THANK YOU to Freemount 

members for the very generous 

gifts, cards & well wishes given 

to us for Pastor Appreciation in 

October! We appreciate your 

kindness. We are grateful to 

receive these blessings from 

your hearts and hands, and to 

be partners with you at       

Freemount, spreading the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  ~~from 

Pastor & Brenda 

Dear Church: 
Thank you for your guidance and support.  I am 
so happy to be confirmed and a part of        
Freemount.  Thank you for your guidance and all 
you’ve done.  I really appreciate you hosting our 
party, the gifts,, and the congrats.  God Bless. 
Sincerely, 
Ty Herzog 
 



 

 

 

 

 

“Julotta” is a traditional Swedish church service held early in the morning on 
Christmas Day. "Jul" is the Swedish word for Christmas, and "otta" is the time 
just before dawn. The tradition goes back to the Middle Ages, and everyone that 
could, attended the Julotta. In the Swedish Church Law dated 1686, it is stated 
that the Julotta should start at 6 AM. Further back, the tradition was to start at 4 
AM. Today, most Swedish churches start the service at 7 AM. 
 
Mid-December is the darkest part of the year in Sweden, and in the “old days” 
after Christmas Eve supper--traditionally rice and fish (lutfisk), the people living 
farthest from church would start out in their gaily-decorated sleighs or on foot. 
In the remote country areas of Sweden, lighted candles placed in farmhouse 
windows would shine across the paths of the worshippers. With torches     
burning as they went, they would be joined by more and more Christian    
neighbors, until at last, the groups would converge on the church, and then 
throw their torches into a big pile in front of the church entrance, where people 

could warm up before entering the church. 

The people then gathered into the brightly lit, warm sanctuary decorated with 
Christmas greens and candles to hear the Christmas story read from the     
Gospels and to worship the Lord Jesus Christ on the day of His birth. They 
sang heartily their beloved traditional hymns, "Var Hälsad Sköna Mor-
gonstund", "När Juldagsmorgon Glimmar", and "Hossanna" among others.    
After the service, people raced back to their houses with their horse-drawn 
sleighs. The winner was thought to become the first to harvest his crop next 
year. 
 
Even if church attendance declines throughout the year, the Julotta is still well 
attended in Swedish churches. Julotta is a tradition dear to the heart of every 

Swedish-born person and others to whom it has become a custom. 
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9 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Worship 
Annual Meeting 

   7 - Bible Study   

9 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Worship 

   7 - Bible Study   

9 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Communion 

  7 - LCW “Sweet 
Blessings” program 

7 - Bible Study   

9 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Worship 

  7:30 - Council 
meeting 
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9 - Sunday School 

10:30 - Communion 

5:30 - Christmas in Old 

Stone Church 

  7:30 - Council 
meeting 

7 - Bible Study   

9 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Worship 

   7 - Bible Study   

9 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Worship 
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